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By: Kit Weller (Community Safety Officer, DBC)

To: Crime & Disorder (Overview and Scrutiny) Committee

Subject: Performance Report

Classification: Open

Summary: This report details performance relating to levels of crime and anti-social 
behaviour recorded in Dartford and Gravesham during the financial year 2014-
15 and the boroughs’ positions when compared to other Kent Districts and areas 
within our ‘Most Similar Group’.

Recommendations
Members of the CSP are asked to consider and comment upon the content of the report as they wish.

1. Kent Police Recorded Crime – Financial Year April 2014-March 2015

1.1 This report presents crime and anti-social behaviour (ASB) data recorded in the last financial 
year, 1 April 2014 to 31 March 2015. Data from 2013-14 was subject to review as part of HMIC’s 
audit of Kent Police’s crime recording practices, with changes made to recording methods as a 
result of this. In addition the Home Office altered several of the classifications for certain crime 
types, particularly violence offences. For these reasons comparisons are not made between 
2013-14 and 2014-15 figures, however in future, data from 2014-15 could be used as a base line 
for future performance reports. This report provides data published by Kent Police for both 
victim-based crimes and crimes against society, and compares figures with the anticipated 
number of offences. 

1.2 Overview – Total Crime 

1.2.1 Members will see from the table on page 2 that Dartford has recorded a higher number of crimes 
than anticipated, while Gravesham has experienced less than anticipated. Dartford recorded 
8,193 offences, 174 higher than anticipated; and Gravesham recorded 7,457 offences, 361 less 
than the anticipated figure. Across Kent there is no identifiable pattern, with all districts within 
several percent of their anticipated level. Canterbury exceeded their anticipated level by the 
largest amount (7.5%); while Shepway fell below their anticipated figure by 6.2%.

1.2.2 At the end of the last financial year Dartford’s rate of total crime per 1,000 population remained 
the second highest in Kent, with 82.8 offences per 1,000 population; whilst Gravesham saw the 
third highest rate with 72.5 offences per 1,000 population.  These rates compare with a Kent-
wide rate of 63.1 offences. However direct comparison between other Kent districts is not 
straightforward, and using the national ‘Most Similar Group’ (see 1.2.4) gives a better indication 
of performance against areas with similarities to Dartford & Gravesham.

1.2.3 In Dartford, it is a relatively even split between crime categories recording higher figures than 
anticipated and those recorded at less than the anticipated level. Worthy of note are figures for 
Burglary Dwelling, and Burglary Other Than Dwelling; 126 and 48 under anticipated level 
respectively. In Gravesham, the majority of crime types were recorded at a lower than 
anticipated level. Gravesham reported 23 less sexual offences than anticipated, and 23 less 
robberies. Burglary Dwelling and Burglaries Other Than Dwelling were recorded at 127 and 103 
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less than anticipated respectively. Both boroughs recorded lower than anticipated levels of 
Crimes Against Society (48 and 186 respectively).

Total recorded crime – Kent
April 2014-March 2015

Total recorded crime Area

Volume Anticipated No. change % Change
Per 1000 

pop
Ashford 6602 6658 -56 -0.8 55.0
Canterbury 9223 8578 +645 +7.5 60.1
Dartford 8193 8019 +174 +2.2 82.8
Dover 6716 6414 +302 +4.7 60.1
Gravesham 7457 7818 -361 -4.6 72.5
Maidstone 9431 9173 +258 +2.8 60.0
Medway 18754 17637 +1117 +6.3 69.9
Sevenoaks 5699 5782 -83 -1.4 49.0
Shepway 6177 6584 -407 -6.2 56.8
Swale 9830 9411 +419 +4.5 71.4
Thanet 11788 11963 -175 -1.5 86.9
Tonbridge & Malling 5466 5646 -180 -3.2 44.8
Tunbridge Wells 4951 5186 -235 -4.5 42.9
Kent 110287 108869 +1418 +1.3 63.1

1.2.4 Comparisons with our Most Similar Group (MSG)
In respect of total crime, our CSP ranked in 13th position within our Most Similar Group (MSG) 
last year, leaving our rate of recorded crime per 1,000 population across our Partnership area 
higher than the MSG average.  Our position has improved from 14th in 2013-14, however we are 
some way off our previous rankings of 6th in 2011-12, and 9th in 2012-13. Other forces have 
followed Kent in reviewing their recording practices, and this may result in future changes to the 
levels of crime they record. This could affect future MSG standings as other CSPs adopt the 
‘Kent Test.’
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iQuanta Barchart MSG – Crimes per 1,000 Residents
Kent – Dartford and Gravesham CSP

All crime
01 April 2014-31 March 2015
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1.3 Violent crime

1.3.1 Both Dartford and Gravesham recorded significantly higher levels of violent crime during 2014-
15 than anticipated. In Dartford, there were 2,144 violent offences recorded - 289 offences 
higher than predicted; whilst in Gravesham 2,220 violent offences were recorded –137 greater 
than expected.  It is important to note that this is not unique – every District in Kent and Medway 
also recorded higher (and in some cases significantly higher) levels than the anticipated rates.  
Per 1,000 population, Dartford and Gravesham have the third and fourth highest levels in Kent 
(21.7 and 21.6 offences respectively). When comparing rates across Kent Districts and Medway, 
the rate is 18.4 offences; an increase on the 2013-14 Kent rate of 16.8 offences.

1.3.2 The majority of violent offences fell under the violence against the person category. There were 
1,925 offences of violence against the person in Dartford and 2,001 in Gravesham, accounting 
for 23% and 26% of all crime recorded in each area respectively. Whilst these proportions are 
significant it is important to remember that a minor assault, such as a push without injury, would 
still be recorded as violent crime and that ‘serious violent crime’ remains low in both areas.  

1.4 Domestic abuse

1.4.1 As explained in 1.1, it is not possible to draw direct comparisons between offences recorded in 
the last financial year and the previous year.  However, in 2014-15 there were 1,699 domestic 
abuse incidents recorded in Dartford and 2,083 incidents recorded in Gravesham. A 
considerable proportion of these incidents will also have been included within the offences 
recorded within the violent crime category.

1.4.2 There is positive news in that the percentage of repeat victims has been falling across the 
county, and reductions have been seen in both Dartford and Gravesham. In 2013-14, repeat 
victims accounted for 24.7% of domestic abuse victims in Dartford and 25.2% in Gravesham; 
with the county average at 25.0%. By March 2015 this had fallen to 23.4% in Dartford and 23.9% 
in Gravesend, with the county average at 23.6%. In actual terms, this means that there were 22 
less repeat victims in Dartford, and 27 less in Gravesham. This may be as a result of Multi-
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Agency Risk Assessment Conferences (MARAC) held by Police to support high-risk victims; and 
support offered to victims by Independent Domestic Violence Advisors (IDVA), which are part 
funded by the CSP.

1.5 Acquisitive crime

1.5.1 There were 293 burglary dwelling offences recorded in Dartford in 2014-15 and 493 offences 
recorded in Gravesham. Dartford’s figure was 126 offences less than the anticipated number 
whereas Gravesham’s was 127 offences below that expected. In terms of rates of offences per 
1,000 households; Gravesham had the third highest rate of offences (10.7) in the county whilst 
Dartford’s rate of 7.3 offences per 1,000 households was in line with the Kent average of 7.4 
offences.

1.5.2 There were a total of 808 vehicle crime offences recorded in Dartford last year which translates 
to 8.2 offences per 1,000 population. In Gravesham there were 751 vehicle crimes, and per 
1,000 population this equates to 7.3 offences. In terms of offences per 1,000 population, these 
are the highest and second highest in Kent, with the Kent average rate being 5.2 offences per 
1,000 population. 

 
1.5.3 In respect of theft and handling offences, Dartford recorded 2,597 offences last year – 117 

offences higher than anticipated – whilst Gravesham recorded 1,699 offences, 2 offences less 
than expected.  As with previous years; it is essential to note that 47% of all theft and handling 
offences in Dartford fall within the category of shoplifting, and of the 1,230 shoplifting offences 
recorded, 581 or 47% of these offences took place in the Bluewater Complex. Shopliftings in 
Bluewater therefore account for 22% of Dartford’s Theft and Handling offences.

1.5.4 If the Bluewater offences are removed, the rate of shoplifting offences in Dartford drops to 6.6 
offences per 1,000 population – this brings it close to the average rate in Kent of 6.2 offences. 
Gravesham’s rate of shoplifting offences per 1,000 population was below the County average at 
5.0 offences. Both Borough CSUs work very closely with their respective Town Centre Crime 
Reduction Initiative Schemes (DTAC/G-Safe) and the sharing of intelligence, links with CCTV, 
and use of tools such as Exclusion Notices make a positive contribution towards reducing 
shoplifting. Local business security staff have also been placing greater emphasis on deterring 
would-be shoplifters rather than concentrating mainly on apprehending them once an offence 
has been committed and this too is proving effective.  
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Recorded crime in Dartford and Gravesham
April 2014-March 2015 compared with anticipated levels and rates per 1,000 population

Dartford Gravesham

 Volume Anticipated
No. 

change
*Per 1000 

pop/hsehlds Volume Anticipated
No. 

change
*Per 1000 

pop/hsehlds
Victim based crime 7719 7497 +222 78.0 7015 7190 -75 68.2
Violent Crime 2144 1855 +289 21.7 2220 2083 +137 21.6
- Violence Against The Person 1925 1651 +274 19.5 2001 1818 +83 19.5
- Sexual Offences 141 119 +22 1.4 134 157 -23 1.3
- Robbery 78 85 -7 0.8 85 108 -23 0.8
Burglary Dwelling 293 419 -127 7.3 433 560 -127 10.7
Burglary Other than Dwelling 563 611 -48 5.7 623 726 -103 6.1
Vehicle Crime 808 924 -116 8.2 751 705 +46 7.3
- Theft Of Motor Vehicle 292 257 +35 3.0 244 205 +39 2.4
- Theft From Motor Vehicle 516 667 -151 5.2 507 500 +7 4.9
Vehicle Interference 103 76 +27 1.0 106 62 +44 1.0
Theft and Handling 2597 2480 +117 26.3 1699 1701 -2 16.5
- Shoplifting 1230 1094 +136 12.4 519 523 -4 5.0
- Theft of Pedal cycle 83 88 -5 0.8 74 75 -1 0.7
- Other Theft 1284 1298 -14 13.0 1106 1103 +3 10.8
Criminal Damage 1211 1110 +101 12.2 1183 1327 -144 11.5

         
Crimes against society 474 522 -48 4.8 442 628 -186 4.3
Drug Offences 168 207 -39 1.7 139 249 -110 1.4
Possession of weapons 16 23 -7 0.2 23 30 -7 0.2
Public order offences 195 203 -8 2.0 189 236 -47 1.8
Other crimes 95 89 6 1.0 91 113 -22 0.9

         
All Crime 8193 8019 +174 82.8 7457 7818 -361 72.5

 Please note: for Burglary Dwelling offences rates are calculated per 1,000 households.
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1.6 Crimes against society

1.6.1 Under the revisions to reporting rules in 2013, drug offences are recorded as a crime against 
society. In 2014-15, there were 168 drug offences recorded in Dartford and 139 offences 
recorded in Gravesham.  In both cases these figures were lower than anticipated (by 39 and 110 
respectively). Per 1,000 population, the county average was 1.7 drug offences. Dartford sits 
exactly at this figure, while in Gravesham the rate was 1.4 offences per 1,000 population. It is 
important to clarify that unlike burglaries or vehicle thefts, drug offences are not reported by a 
victim. A drug offence is generally only recorded as a result of proactive police work which leads 
to drugs being found; such as if a person is searched on the street, or a warrant is executed at a 
property.   

1.7 Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB)

1.7.1 ASB definitions were not altered when the reporting rules were amended in 2013, therefore 
comparisons with 2014-15 figures are still able to be drawn. During April 2014-March 2015, 
there were 2,735 ASB incidents recorded in Dartford compared to 2,911 incidents the previous 
year, representing a decrease of 6%. Gravesham also recorded a small reduction of 5.4% from 
3,720 to 3,520 offences during the same period. The Kent average for 2014-15 is a 3% 
reduction. The local reductions continue a downward trend and follow 1.6% and 3.4% reductions 
last year respectively. Whilst Ashford has seen a 23% reduction it is worth remembering that 
Dartford and Gravesham saw ASB drop by 17.2% and 21.3% respectively in 2012-13 period.

ASB Incidents – April 2014-March 2015 compared to the previous year

Area Apr 2013-
Mar 2014

Apr 2014-
Mar 2015 % change

Per 1,000
population

Ashford 2375 1825 -23.2 15.2
Canterbury 4421 4448 +0.6 29.0
Dartford 2911 2735 -6 27.7
Dover 3711 3587 -3.3 32.1
Gravesham 3720 3520 -5.4 34.2
Maidstone 3752 3800 +1.3 24.2
Medway 9557 9327 -2.4 34.8
Sevenoaks 2146 2066 -3.7 17.7
Shepway 3471 3144 -9.4 28.9
Swale 4232 4096 -3.2 29.7
Thanet 5973 6082 +1.8 44.8
Tonbridge & Malling 2392 2596 +8.5 21.3
Tunbridge Wells 2426 2335 -3.8 20.2
Kent 51087 49561 -3 28.3

1.7.2 However, the table above demonstrates that the rate of ASB incidents per 1,000 population 
(27.7) in Dartford is lower than the county average; whereas Gravesham’s rate (34.2) is the third 
highest recorded county-wide.

Kit Weller
Dartford Community Safety Unit
15 May 2015


